Over one week has passed since a demonstration, initiated and orchestrated by the laity of the Roman 
Catholic Church, converged on the Taichung City Hall plaza. The event on Saturday, May 26, 2012 
galvanized our small scattered little entities into a larger "big tent" of a pan-Taiwan spiritual faith 
community. We acted proactively rather than reactively to the political situation regarding the land 
expropriation issue. As I write this, I do not provide a legal opinion of the matter at hand. This 
demonstration brought everyone — young and old and from the furthest reaches of Taiwan — to 
assemble together in an organized manner to profess our faith in the justice system through the auspices 
of a peaceful demonstration. We made it very clear that that we will not be intimidated, bullied or 
harassed by unscrupulous developers, elected politicians, and faceless career civil servants. 

The only European country that has formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan, (the Republic of China) is the 
Holy See. The two primary reasons for this formal diplomacy are twofold: (1) Taiwan purports to 
guarantee religious freedoms in how churches operate and govern themselves; and (2) Our Holy Father, 
His Holiness; Pope Benedict XVI has the total unconstrained prerogative to appoint the bishops and 
cardinals to the Archdiocese of Taipei and the other Dioceses in Taiwan. Of course, these freedoms are 
not granted in Mainland China where the Communist Party apparatus insists in nominating "their" 
bishops and cardinals to the Vatican. Of course, this is not religious freedom. 

Today, Taiwan has only 23 countries that have formal diplomatic ties in which each country has a 
formal embassy and ambassador. As a matter of fact, in 1942, The Holy See was the first and only 
country that recognized Taiwan, the Republic of China, as the legitimate formal state of China. 

When the funeral of Our Holy Father, His Holiness Pope John Paul II was held on April 8, 2005, the 
seating plan for the list of official delegations was arranged in alphabetical order in French. Therefore, 
the dignitaries of countries whose name began with "A" (Afghanistan) were seated at the front of the 
Requiem Mass while those countries whose name began with "Z" (Zimbabwe) were seated at the back. 
This diplomatic protocol for the seating arrangement has been established centuries ago. 

Therefore, in the "C" category, the list of countries was as follows: Canada, Chile, China, Columbia 
and Congo (Democratic Republic), etc. "China" used here, refers to the Republic of China (ROC), 
affectionately known as Taiwan, rather than Mainland China, the People's Republic of China (PRC). 
Although the ROC Government lost control of Mainland China at the end of the Chinese Civil War, the 
Holy See only recognizes the ROC — not the PRC — as "China". Accordingly, Mainland China did not 
receive any invitations for any delegations or dignitaries to attend the funeral of the Holy Father. 

What does that tell you about loyalty of the Holy See (The Vatican) towards Taiwan as being the first 
country to recognize Taiwan's legitimate nationhood in 1942? Only in 1954, did Panama become the 
second nation to recognize the ROC as a country. Today, only 23 countries recognize Taiwan. 

Over the years of presidential election campaign fodder, we have constantly heard about the issue of 
"chequebook diplomacy" with several of the countries that have formal diplomatic ties to Taiwan. Ask 
yourself this question? When was the last time you remember a Papal Visit to Taiwan? It never 
happened. The Pope never received a cheque from the Government of Taiwan. More importantly, 
however, notwithstanding Pope John Paul IFs funeral, when was the last time a president of Taiwan 
visited the Vatican? It never happened. No presidential cheques were given by the Government of 



Taiwan to the Holy See. The Holy See is not sustained by the taxpayers of Taiwan; rather it is the 
opposite: the Archdiocese of Taipei and the other Dioceses give to Taiwan through works of charity to 
all Taiwanese who either ask or are willing to receive the help of the Roman Catholic Church. 

With respect to Taiwan's precarious position of not having a seat at the United Nations — which it duly 
covets so adamantly — it is rather important for Taiwan to develop other channels of non-official de 
facto diplomacies to create relationships with the rest of the world. Moreover, one important element of 
building relationships is through the recognition of the good work and the charitable social services 
provided by not just the Roman Catholic Church, but by all Christian churches and temples. 

Because Taiwan does not have a mature governmental social welfare system for many underprivileged 
citizens who cannot advocate for themselves, namely orphans, adoptees, disabled persons, the mentally 
and physically challenged, and some members of our aboriginal communities, churches have taken on 
this vital role of becoming one of Taiwan's leading social service providers. In many other western 
liberal democracies such as Canada, Australia, and the Scandinavian countries to name a few, it is the 
fiduciary and legislative authority for those countries to perform these services, courtesy of the 
taxpaying citizens. In Taiwan, most often it is the collective generous volunteer work of church 
parishioners and temple members to become that "social safety net" for the marginalized in society. 

In Taiwan, the social service work provided by churches of many denominations, temples and other 
places of worship are often equivalent to the same work that many governments throughout the western 
world provide by paid, unionized, and pensioned government employees. Our collective contribution 
here is highly significant and perhaps we do not boast enough or trumpet around beating our chests 
saying: "Look how good we are!" By virtue of being Catholics in Action, we do countless volunteer 
hours as nameless faces and unsung heroes to help anyone regardless of creed or religious affiliation 
who wants to accept our help. It is in our DNA to do acts of charity both in private and in secret. 

The aforementioned begs the question: "If we use our legitimate church and legal properties for 
charitable deeds, contributing to the institution of the family and the social fabric of our local 
communities — Taiwanese and Aboriginals alike — why are we being intimidated, harassed, and bullied?" 
By turning the blind eye to substantiated evidence, local elected politicians and faceless career 
municipal bureaucrats are condoning this activity. Is this how the Government of Taiwan shows its 
appreciation to the Holy See for being the first country to recognize Taiwan in 1942? Is this how the 
Government of Taiwan thanks the Holy See for not begging the President of Taiwan to come to the 
Vatican City with his or her chequebook and pen ready to sign over a financial gift courtesy of the 
taxpayers of Taiwan? 

All we are asking both inside the legal system and outside through the micro and macro political 
systems is to leave our legitimate sacred land intact so that we can continue in good faith to serve all 
island residents — not just the Catholic community — but every member of Taiwanese society, 
immigrants, and migrant worker communities who are willing to accept our offer of charity, generosity, 
and acts of good deeds. 

On Saturday, May 26, 2012, the peaceful throng of participants with boots on the ground waving flags 
and placards were seen and heard as they marched in a composed, orderly fashion. This demonstration 



was a grass roots effort — not as a result of a Diocesan decree from the Catholic Church hierarchy. The 
marchers wanted to demonstrate that diplomatic correspondence and petitions to elected officials and 
municipal bureaucrats, who are entrusted with safeguarding the municipal bylaws and ordinances, fell 
on deaf ears. Thus, the "grass roots" felt compelled to make a little bit of noise. It showed our strength 
in numbers and unity. Those who have watched us from the sidelines or have watched media reports on 
television or in print might come to appreciate the values which we honor and wish to protect. 

This exercise helped all of us grow as a faith community while we stood standing together, shoulder to 
shoulder, for one single cause: to protect our sacred land and the buildings on our property. In a worst 
case scenario, what could possibly happen to the Nantun Church in Taichung City could set in motion a 
serious precedence and become a template for every church and other legitimate places of worship. 

Notwithstanding the political statements made today at city hall, our demonstration was perfectly timed 
with Pentecost Sunday, which marks the end of the 50-day Easter season of the Liturgical Calendar. By 
our Christian Action on Saturday, May 26, 2012, we celebrated the descent of the Holy Spirit both 
upon the original Apostles and also upon us as the laity of Jesus' Pilgrim Church on Earth. 

With a strong sense of positive intuition, hopefully our demonstration impacted many Catholics in 
Taiwan, who perhaps have had the tendency to use the Church for convenience namely, RCIA courses, 
the Sacrament of Baptism for a forthcoming Sacramental Marriage, the Sacrament of Last Rites, and 
funerals. Remember: "Once a Catholic, Always a Catholic". By your Baptism in Christ, you have been 
marked as a member of God's family. According to Cannon Law, it is very difficult to become an ex- 
Catholic. If you find yourself in this category, you are indeed a Catholic even if you partake in another 
church or religion. You are simply a "Lapsed Catholic". Just ask yourself the following questions: 

Are you a cultural or cafeteria Catholic? Here is the list: CEO (Christmas [and] Easter Only); CASE 
(Christmas And Sometimes Easter); C&E (Christmas & Easter); CME (Christmas, Mother's [Day and] 
Easter); A&P (Ash [Wednesday] & Palm [Sunday]), CAPE (Christmas, Ash [Wednesday] Palm 
[Sunday and] Easter); PACE (Palm [Sunday], Ash [Wednesday], Christmas [and] Easter); Poinsettias 
& Lilies; Christmas Bunnies; ChrEasters; and, Two-timers. 

If our demonstration had any one single impact on one who may have turned his or her back on the 
Church, it was a total success. If just one "comes home" to the Roman Catholic Church in Taiwan, all 
what was done on Saturday, May 26, 2012 was not done in vain. It was an absolute success! 

Welcome home! See you at a parish near you. Perhaps you turned away because going to mass was a 
passive experience for you. It need not be passive if you come forward and ask to participate with your 
God-given talents. Be active! Participate; don't anticipate. In the meantime, take a moment and click 
http://www.catholicscomehome.org/ 

Pax Christi, 



Richard Stuetz (#fl^) 



